Op-Ed: Let's make it in America again
Tuesday, 07 September 2010 15:15

Published in POLITICO September 7, 2010

Go to your local hardware store and take a look at a solar panel. It's an amazing American
invention, a long-shot idea now becoming commonplace. Modern manufacturing techniques
and new tax credits are making solar panels easier and more affordable to produce and install
in homes across the country.

More than 100,000 solar panel systems have been installed in the past 10 years. In 2000, fewer
than 700 were in use. Sales are up as Americans look to save money on their utility bills — and
maybe save our planet.

Now, turn over the solar panel package and check where it was made. Most likely, it was not
made in America.

Think 21st-century products. Hybrid vehicle electric batteries, smart phones, GPS devices —
chances are they were invented right here in the United States, sometimes with
taxpayer-funded research grants. But as millions of Americans search for work, our own ideas
and inventions are not translating into a jobs bonanza for our people. South Korea makes the
electric batteries, China assembles the smart phones, and most navigation devices are
stamped “Made in Taiwan.”

As we emerge from an economic crisis not seen since the Great Depression, there are two
paths we can choose.

The first takes us backward — to the old policies of deregulation and lax oversight of Wall
Street, policies that rewarded sending U.S. jobs offshore and elevated tax cuts for the wealthy
above investments in our schools, roads and infrastructure. We already know where this road
leads. We're living the consequences today.

The other points us in a new direction — to an economic recovery led by small businesses,
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entrepreneurs and Main Street manufacturers. It leads us to a future where the innovative
products of tomorrow are not just invented in America — they are made in America.

To travel this path, we must first clear some brush. That means eliminating tax loopholes that
encourage companies to ship jobs overseas, unfreezing the lending market for successful small
businesses starved for a reasonable line of credit and negotiating trade deals that promote
enforcement of U.S. and international rules, not a race to the bottom.

Many of these measures have already passed in the House — with bipartisan support. But they
are imprisoned from being sent to the president’s desk for enactment by the filibustering ways of
Senate Republicans.

Hard times demand bold leadership, not baby steps. Most economists now agree that the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 prevented a second Great Depression, by
reducing our taxes and investing in our infrastructure. It has saved and created jobs for more
than 3 million Americans. And it's still working.

So let's take another step to put America back on the right path. Let's reform the tax code to
make it straightforward and geared to help Americans and our companies compete globally.
Demand excellence from our schools and mean it. Hold corporations like Enron, BP, American
International Group and Countrywide Mortgage accountable to taxpayers and shareholders.

The First Amendment allows the Chicken Littles to cluck politically all they want. But now — in
the face of gut-checking adversity — it’s time to lay the groundwork for a future where we can
once again pick up the latest product, be it solar panels or a GPS device, and see the words
“Made in America.”
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