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Thursday,  April 15th, is Tax Day and if you have not  yet filed your tax return, I want to  make
sure you have the  information you need to take full advantage of filing  assistance and  tax
benefits available to you.

  

If you  earned $49,000 or less this year, the  Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) may  be
able to help you prepare  and file your tax return free-of-charge.  VITA  locations throughout Los
 Angeles are staffed with trained volunteers who have  been certified by  the IRS to prepare
basic tax returns and ensure that you  receive the  maximum refund for which you qualify.  Most
locations also offer  free  electronic filing. 

    
    -  Click  here to see a list of the VITA  sites in the 31st Congressional  District

  
    -   You can also search for  the VITA site nearest you by visiting the Greater Los Angeles
EITC  campaign Web site
and typing in your  address

  
    -  Click  here to learn more about the  VITA program on the IRS’ Web site

  
    -   If  you can not meet the  April 15 deadline, file for an extension on the IRS’  Free File
Web  page   

  

Dozens of  tax cuts have been enacted by this  Congress, several of which were included in  the
American Recovery and  Reinvestment Act to help middle class families during  the economic 
downturn.  Largely due to the Recovery Act, the average tax refund  is  up nearly 10 percent
this year. 

  

As you prepare to file your tax return, take  note of the following Recovery Act tax benefits that
you may qualify  for:

    
    -  Making Work Pay Tax  Cut:  This new tax credit, created by the Recovery Act, provides 
immediate and sustained tax relief to about 95 percent of American workers and  their families.
This refundable tax credit of up to $400 per individual ($800  per couple filing jointly) is being
distributed largely by reducing tax  withholding from workers’ paychecks.

  
    -  Child Tax  Credit: Provides a new tax cut for more than 6 million children and  increases
the existing tax credit for more than 10 million children by reducing  the minimum amount of
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earned income used to calculate the tax credit to $3,000  from $12,550.
  

    -  Earned Income Tax  Credit:  Expands the Earned Income Tax Credit by increasing the
tax  credit for families with three or more children, bringing the maximum amount to  $5,657.

  
    -  American Opportunity  Tax Credit:  Provides up to $2,500 in tax credits to help an
additional  4 million students attend college.

  
    -  Alternative Minimum Tax  Relief:  Prevents 26 million middle-class families from being
hit by  the alternative minimum tax. 

  
    -  First-Time  Homebuyers:  Enhances the current first-time homebuyer tax credit by 
increasing it to $8,000 (up from $7,500) and removing the repayment  requirement.

  
    -  Tax Free Unemployment  Benefits:  Made the first $2,400 of unemployment benefits
received in  2009 tax free.   
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