@Congress of the nited States
Washington, BE 20515

June 10, 2011

The Honorable Jerry Brown
Governor of the State of California
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Governor Brown,

As members of the Los Angeles Congressional Delegation, we write to urge you to suspend
California’s participation in the Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) Secure Communities
program until DHS’s Inspector General's Office completes its investigation of the program. We
believe that the DHS Immigration and Customs Enforcement's (ICE) current implementation of
this program is contrary to the Secure Communities Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) signed
with the State of California's Identification Bureau. ICE's implementation is undermining
California law enforcement’s ability to investigate and prosecute individuals who have
committed serious criminal offenses.

Although we support the purported goals of the Secure Communities program, there is strong
evidence that ICE has failed to meet the program’s objective to “identify, detain and remove
from the United States aliens who have been convicted of a serious criminal offense and are
subject to removal.” Rather, the program has led ICE to take into custody many individuals who
do not meet the stated criteria of the program.

ICE’s data shows that in Los Angeles County, more than a quarter of those arrested and taken
into ICE custody had not been charged of a crime. Moreover, nearly half (45.87%) of the
individuals taken into ICE custody from LA County had not committed a crime or had only been
charged with a low-level offense. The ICE data demonstrate that ICE is acting contrary to the
MOA.

In a recent interview with a local Los Angeles radio station, Los Angeles Chief of Police Charlie
Beck warned of the chilling effect the program will have on the reporting of crime in Los
Angeles. He went on to say that there was a “crisis of confidence” in Secure Communities.

If Chief Beck is correct that the program is causing a deterioration of trust between the Los
Angeles Police Department and local immigrant communities, this could increase the threat of
crime rather than reduce it as was the intention of the Secure Communities program. Several
California newspapers have reported on victims of domestic violence who have been placed into
deportation proceedings as the result of Secure Communities when they simply called the police
for help.

Once again, we urge you to suspend California’s participation in Secure Communities. With
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several of your fellow governors from Illinois, New York and Massachusetts ending their
participation in the Secure Communities program, suspending participation in the program
pending the DHS Inspector General report is a prudent action.

We look forward to working with you and finding ways to truly make our communities safer
and working towards comprehensive immigration reform. And we look forward to the
opportunity to discuss this matter with you.

Sincerely,
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Kvun Bass
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