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May 18, 2007

The Honorable Xavier Becerra

United States House of Representatives
1119 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Becerra:

I am pleased to support your proposed Genomic Research and Accessibility Act (HR
977). Gene patenting has already gotten out of hand to the great detriment of the public,
sick people, physicians, and medical researchers—and even biotech firms. The
extraordinarily wide patent rights granted by the PTO to those who have simply
identified genetic sequences are unjustified and counterproductive.

Your legislation simply prohibiting the patenting of “a nucleotide sequences, or its
functions or correlations, or the naturally occurring products it specifies” is exactly on
target and is in the best interests of the American public.
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