SURVEY RESULTS

From the approximately 600+ survey responses that we received, we took a random sampling of 200 responses to get a sense of the district’s perceptions regarding government priorities as well as the changes that have occurred during the past year in terms of our constituents’ economic and social stability.  Here are the results:

1. What statements most reflect your opinion about what characterizes the current condition of our economy?  (please check no more than 3)
· Too many jobs shipped overseas.   





70.2%
· We aren’t preserving our manufacturing base, some jobs never coming back.
47.7%
· Too many jobs being created in our economy pay less than those being lost.
47.7%
· The $477 billion budget deficit jeopardizes a long term economic recovery. 
38.1%

· September 11 attacks and recession make economic recovery slower.

37.1%
· Burgeoning federal budget deficits erode consumer purchasing power.

29.8%
· More tax cuts needed to stimulate the economy.



13.3%
2. Recent reports indicate that up to 14 million American jobs could be lost as a result of a growing corporate trend of “offshoring” (substituting foreign for domestic labor).  Do you believe that the US Government should act to protect these American jobs from being shipped abroad?

· Yes 

90.6%




· No

9.3%
Comments:

· Government should improve job quality in the country

· Trade deficit should be reduced, induce fair trade
3. Should American companies which have moved their legal headquarters offshore to avoid paying US taxes be allowed to receive federal government contracts?

· Yes 

5.1%
· No

94.9%
4. Should government agencies be permitted to “offshore” government-contracted jobs?
· Yes

2.2%
· No

85.3%
· Don’t Know
10.5%
Notes: 

Vast majority of respondents concurred equally on questions 2-4

· That government should protect from “offshoring” of jobs

· Government prevent corporations that move their headquarters abroad from receiving government contracts

· Government agencies should not “offshore” government-contracted jobs 
5. Based on current personal experience, what statement best reflects your view of the economy?
· The economy is recovering and will continue to improve.  9.2%



· Economic situation is secure but worry about job losses and the slow economic recovery.  36.2%
· Had difficulty finding a job and lost confidence about job opportunities.  54.5%
6. From the list below, please select 6 issues that are most important to you (please list by priority (1-6, 1 = highest, 6 = lowest):
· Protecting social security




70.2%

Average Score (1-6): 1.7

· Expanding access to health care



68.3%

Average Score (1-6): 2.1

· Improving education




60.1%

Average Score (1-6): 2.1

· Protecting civil liberties




58.7%
Average Score (1-6): 1.4
· Protecting our environment



57.8%
Average Score (1-6): 1.8
· Reducing crime





44%

Average Score (1-6): 1.8

· Reducing the deficit




43.6%
Average Score (1-6): 2.9
· Increasing affordable housing



38.5%

Average Score (1-6): 2.5

· Creating jobs





34.2%
Average Score (1-6): 2.6

· Fighting terrorism




33.5%
Average Score (1-6): 2.1

· Reducing taxes





24.8%

Average Score (1-6): 2.3

· Other:






12.8%
Average Score (1-6):  1.7

Among those who answered other, priorities they listed included:

Preventing illegal immigration

Ending the war in Iraq

National Health Insurance

Prescription drugs for seniors
