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June 29, 2006 
 
Dear Colleague:  
 
On the eve of the 230th anniversary of our nation’s 
independence, I would like to call your attention to one 
hero who played a crucial role in the effort to liberate the 
American colonies from British rule – Spanish General 
Bernardo de Gálvez. 
 
Even before Spain entered the American Revolutionary 

War, as Governor of 
Louisiana, Gálvez did 
much to aid the American patriots.  He corresponded 
directly with Patrick Henry, Thomas Jefferson and Charles 
Henry Lee, and responded to their pleas by securing the 
port of New Orleans so that only American, Spanish and 
French ships could move up and down the Mississippi 
River.  Over the river, a veritable lifeline, great amounts of 
arms, ammunition, military supplies and money were 
delivered to the embattled American forces under George 
Washington and George Rogers Clark.  Spain formally 
declared war against Great Britain on June 21, 1779, and 
King Carlos III commissioned Gálvez to raise a force of 
men and conduct a campaign against the British along the 
Mississippi River and the Gulf Coast. 
 
General Washington’s army was successful at Yorktown 
in part because of the success of Gálvez’s army of 
Spaniards, Mexicans, Native Americans, free blacks and 
others, on the southern front against the British, driving 
them out of the Gulf of Mexico, and fighting them on the 

Mississippi and in West Florida.  He was busy preparing for a campaign against the British in 
Jamaica when peace negotiations ended the war, and Gálvez was among the drafters of the 
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Treaty of Versailles (1783).  The cities of Galveston, Texas, and St. Bernard Parish, Louisiana, 
were both named in his honor. 
 
Despite his important role in the story of our independence, very few Americans are aware of 
Gálvez.  In fact, there is not a single mention of Gálvez in the Web site for the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of American History, even though they are currently exhibiting objects that 
belonged to George Washington and other American soldiers during the Revolutionary War.   
 
When Americans visit our nation’s national museums, they should walk away with a better 
sense of who we are and who we are becoming as Americans.  Yet the story told by our museums 
is incomplete, especially with regard to the contributions made by the 44 million Americans of 
Hispanic and American Latino heritage.  For this reason, I encourage you to cosponsor H.R. 
2134, legislation to create an expert commission to study whether and how to establish a 
national museum dedicated to American Latino contributions to our history, art, and culture.  
This bill recently was reported favorably by the House Resources Committee by unanimous 
consent. 
 
To cosponsor H.R. 2134, the bipartisan National Museum of the American Latino Community 
Commission Act, and join 112 of your colleagues, please contact Joel Najar (Rep. Becerra) at 6-
3748. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
XAVIER BECERRA 
Member of Congress 
 
Sponsors as of 6/29/06: 
 
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, Joe Baca, Tammy Baldwin, Bob Beauprez, Shelley Berkley, Howard L. Berman, 
Sanford D. Bishop, Robert A. Brady, Corrine Brown, Sherrod Brown, G. K. Butterfield, Lois Capps, 
Dennis A. Cardoza, Julia Carson, James E. Clyburn, John Conyers, Jim Costa, Joseph Crowley, Henry 
Cuellar, Rosa L. DeLauro, Lincoln Diaz-Balart, Mario Diaz-Balart, Lloyd Doggett, Rahm Emanuel, Lane 
Evans, Eni F. H. Faleomavaega, Bob Filner, Mark Foley, Luis G. Fortuño, Charles A. Gonzalez, Al Green, 
Gene Green, Raul M. Grijalva, Luis V. Gutierrez, Jane Harman, Stephanie Herseth, Ruben Hinojosa, 
Michael M. Honda, Steny H. Hoyer, Steve Israel, Sheila Jackson-Lee, William J. Jefferson, Eddie Bernice 
Johnson, Stephanie Tubbs Jones, Dale E. Kildee, Mark Steven Kirk, Dennis J. Kucinich, John R. "Randy" 
Kuhl, Ray LaHood, Tom Lantos, Rick Larsen, John B. Larson, Barbara Lee, John Lewis, Zoe Lofgren, 
Carolyn B. Maloney, Edward J. Markey, Doris O. Matsui, Carolyn McCarthy, Thaddeus G. McCotter, Jim 
McDermott, James P. McGovern, Cynthia A. McKinney, Michael R. McNulty, Martin T. Meehan, 
Kendrick B. Meek, Gregory W. Meeks, Robert Menendez, Brad Miller, George Miller, Dennis Moore, 
Gwen Moore, James P. Moran, Jerrold Nadler, Grace F. Napolitano, Eleanor Holmes Norton, Solomon P. 
Ortiz, Major R. Owens, Frank Pallone, Ed Pastor, Donald M. Payne, Nancy Pelosi, Charles B. Rangel, 
Rick Renzi, Silvestre Reyes, Steven R. Rothman, Lucille Roybal-Allard, John T. Salazar, Linda T. 
Sanchez, Loretta Sanchez, Bernard Sanders, Janice D. Schakowsky, Adam B. Schiff, David Scott, Jose E. 
Serrano, Brad Sherman, John Shimkus, Hilda L. Solis, Fortney Pete Stark, Bennie G. Thompson, Edolphus 
Towns, Mark Udall, Tom Udall, Chris Van Hollen, Nydia M. Velazquez, James T. Walsh, Debbie 
Wasserman Schultz, Diane E. Watson, Anthony D. Weiner, Jerry Weller, Robert Wexler, Lynn C. 
Woolsey. 


