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September 26, 2006

Hispanie Epueation CoaLmon

U.S. Senate
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Committee Member:

On behalf of the Hispanic Education Coalition (HEC), an ad hoc coalition of national
organizations dedicated to improving educational opportunities for over 40 million Hispanics
living in the United States and Puerto Rico, we urge your support for “Commission to Study the
Potential Creation of a National Museum of the American Latino Community Act of 2005
(S.2475). This bill would establish and fund a federal commission to explore the viability of
creating the “National Museum of the American Latino” in Washington, DC, an institution
devoted to the research and study of American Latino life, art, history, and culture, S. 2475 is
sponsored by Senator Ken Salazar and currently has 23 cosponsors, including Committee
Members Bingaman, Domenici, Feinstein, Martinez, and Menendez.

The lack of a Latino-focused institution located at the National Mall has long been of great
concern to the Hispanic community. More than ten years ago, a Task Force charged by then-
Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution Robert McC. Adams with reviewing and assessing the
status of Latinos within the Institution released a report, Willfil Neglect: The Smithsonian
Institution and U.S. Latinos. This report revealed a pattern of neglect with regard to Latinos in
all aspects of the Smithsonian’s work, including employment, collections, research, and
management. One major finding of the report was that there was no Latino-focused museum or
even plans for one. The Task Force strongly recommended that the Smithsonian begin the
planning process for the creation of a Latino-focused institution.

Even with the many challenges and opportunities facing the Latino community, the importance
of proper representation of Latinos and their contributions in our nation’s foremost cultural
institution cannot be underestimated. For example, Latino children visiting our nation’s capital
have no place to point to with pride as commemorating the Latino presence in this country, Just
as troubling is that millions of schoolchildren and families as well as tourists from all over the
world can visit Washington, DC without ever encountering a single museum, monument, or
collection that helps to educate them about this nation’s largest minority. Recent experience
clearly demonstrates that the virtual invisibility of the history, contributions, and status of the
Latino community to most of their fellow Americans is no longer tenable.




Immediate passage of S. 2475 is a critical first step to remedying this unfortunate situation. We
understand that the House will pass its version of this legislation (H.R. 2134) this week. We
hope that you take the opportunity to pass it in the Senate.

Sincerely,

Peter Zamora Miriam Calderon

Mexican American Legal Defense and National Council of La Raza
Educational Fund HEC Co-Chair

HEC Co-Chair

CC: Majority Leader Bill Frist
Minority Leader Harry Reid

On behalf of:

Aspira, Inc.

Cuban American National Council

Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities
League of United Latin American Citizens

Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund
National Council of La Raza

National Education Association

National Migrant and Seasonal Head Start Association
National Puerto Rican Coalition




