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Gregory J. Nickels
Mayor of Seattle

November 26, 2007

The Honorable Maria Cantwell
United States Senate

511 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510

Dear Senator Cantwell:

| am writing to offer my support for Senator Kennedy's proposed legislation that
would require firearms to be capable of microstamping ammunition.
Microstamping uses lasers to make precise, microscopic engravings of a gun’s
make, model and serial number on the firing pin and chamber. When the
handgun is fired, this information is transferred onto the cartridge casing. As a
result, law enforcement will be able to identify the gun simply by having the
cartridge casing, resulting in a higher likelihood that they will be able to solve gun
crimes.

For Seattle, solving gun crimes is of the highest priority. While our overall crime
rate is the lowest it has been in over 35 years, gun related crimes continue to
rise. Seattle has many unsolved homicides, assaults and robberies involving
firearms. Giving law enforcement additional tools to solve these crimes will help
us to take those who commit gun crimes off the street. The Seattle Police
Department already uses technology and information systems to investigate gun
crimes. Microstamping is 21% century technology that will enable police to rapidly
and accurately identify and link guns with crimes.

i am committed to reducing gun violence in my community and | ask that you join
me in this effort. | hope that you will consider becoming a sponsor of Senator
Kennedy's microstamping legislation. Please let me know if | can be of any
further assistance to you on this critical legislation.
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